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Protecting Our Forest
By Gary Poage

Spring is here and the Mountain Pine Beetle 
(MPB) will begin its fl ight in a few weeks. Now is 
the time to make preparations to slow the attack. 
New products are being developed to assist us in our 
struggle. However, they are still being tested and 
their effectiveness and availability are uncertain. 
At this time we need to utilize the tools that are 
available.

The Colorado State Forest Service (CSFS) advises 
that the best way to slow the spread of the MPB on a 
property is to identify, remove and destroy infested 
trees. However this will not protect specifi c trees.

To save specifi c trees, spraying with an approved 
insecticide has proven to be the most effective 
method. The CSFS also advises that spraying is 
not recommended on a large scale for ecological 
reasons. Selecting fi ve to ten high-value trees to 
spray is more environmentally friendly. The tree 
will have to be sprayed every year for as long as 
the pine beetle epidemic lasts (could be 10 years or 
more). 

The procedures to effectively spray a tree have 
changed as we shift from an endemic to epidemic 
condition. Following are a few guidelines for 
spraying during an epidemic.

Spray from ground level to the point where the tree • 
tapers to three inches. It may not be possible to 
effectively spray a very tall tree.

Spray around the entire circumference of the tree. • 
Do not miss areas with large branches or forks; 
otherwise the unsprayed “windows” are open to 
attack.

To avoid wash-off do not spray if there is a chance • 
of rain.

Do not spray near waterways, as over-spray and • 
run-off can be disastrous to aquatic life.

Use a chemical that is specifi cally labeled for • 
MPB. It needs to have the right additives to bind 
the active ingredients to the bark.

Follow the instructions on the label and use the • 
correct blend in water with the right pH.

As spraying can be dangerous; it is recommended 
that a commercial licensed applicator be used. Ask 
for credentials and be sure they will be spraying in 
accordance with the new CSFS guidelines.

Another treatment that is available is verbonone, a 
pheromone that does not kill the beetle but, indicates 
that the tree is fully occupied and to go somewhere 
else. While it has been effective in endemic 
conditions, it has mixed results in a natural forest 
setting under severe attack. The product is friendly 
to the environment and, can be safely used near 
waterways and may also be used to delay the MPB 
attack on a given property. Go to the GMC web site, 
http://crystal-akes.org/committees_greenbelt.html, 
if you are interested in using this treatment or need 
additional information on forest management.

Take Downs, Pruning
Elevations, Slash Removal
Logging, Stump Grinding

Chimneys Cleaned
Fire Defensive Barriers

Call Steve 970-568-3181
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Jeanette A. Williams, 
Water and Sewer Board

Position Resume

Ray and I live part-time in Crystal Lakes. We 
love and appreciate the beauty and friendships we 
enjoy here. Ray purchased the property in 1970 and 
completed our cabin in 1976. In 2000 we added on 
and now have enough room for friends and family 
to enjoy our “little bit of heaven”. 

I retired from USWEST in 1999 and joined 
AT&T Broadband for three years. I retired with 36 
years in the telecommunications industry. I have 
project management, process management and 
documentation, and supervisory experience.

I am a member of the Crystal Lakes Fire 
Protection District Auxiliary. I am the new 
chairperson for the CLR&RA Policy and 
Documents Committee. I am a member of the 6th 
Filing Advisory Committee. I have been on the 
Recreation and Planning Committees in the past. 

I was elected to the Crystal Lakes Water & Sewer 
Association Board in 2007. I am running again this 
year and would very much like to be re-elected to 
the Board. I truly believe serving one term is not 
enough time to understand everything and be able 
to effectively contribute. I also wish to continue to 
represent the 6th Filing Water and Sewer members.

John R. Watson, 
Water and Sewer Board

Position Resume

My name is Jack Watson and I have owned 
property in Crystal Lakes since 1988. I am a retired 
university biologist with a 31/2 year stint with 
the Aquatic Toxicology and Terrestrial Research 
division of the US Air Force, located at Kirtland 
AFB in Albuquerque, NM. 

I began serving on the Water and Sewer Board 
after fi rst fi lling a vacated position, then being 
elected to the board in 2007. Since that time I have 
been actively instructed on the complexities of our 
water system by the board members, the staff and 
Crystal Lakes members such as Lyle Koller to get 
me to “running speed”. 

Presently, I am the Vice President of the W&S 
Board. The board, staff and members of Crystal 
Lakes face critical issues related to many complex 
situations including the Lone Pine Reservoir, the 
Crystal Lakes dam, concerns of 6th fi ling members 
and more. I have found my terms to be interesting 
and challenging and I feel an obligation to serve 
another term to provide members and staff the 
benefi t from the knowledge and experience I have 
gained thus far. Therefore, I place my name in 
nomination for the Water and Sewer Board for an 
additional two-year term. Thank you.
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Mountain Lions Pose Risks
 for Livestock and Pets

By Jim Jackson 

One night in December, 2008, a resident of 
Glacier View discovered that a lion had gotten into 
his Alpaca pen and killed all Alpacas in the small 
herd. The tracks around the pen indicated that it was 
a mountain lion with one or more kittens. 

A week later fi ve domestic goats were killed and 
partially eaten. Examination of the site revealed 
that it was probably the same lion. It was necessary 
to destroy the female lion and her kitten because 
the female was teaching the kitten about the ease 
of killing domestic animals in pens. The decision 
to destroy the animals was based on their learned 
behavior. 

When a lion, or any predator encounters livestock 
that cannot escape, the result is usually the death of 
all animals encountered. In a natural situation, the 
predators kill only one animal and the others can 
fl ee and escape. It is very rare that more than one 
animal is killed where escape is available. In penned 
situations, the livestock cannot escape. 
Frightened livestock race wildly 
around the penned enclosure trying to 
get away. This initiates a killing frenzy 
that predators cannot avoid. 

Precautions can be taken to 
minimize such predation on livestock. 
If you bring livestock into 
the mountains, it is only a matter of 
time before there may be an encounter 
with a lion or bear. The best way 
to protect livestock it to be sure the 
livestock have a secure fully enclosed 
structure for them to spend the night. 

A mountain lion was recently spotted walking 
along Panhandle Creek below Yatasi Ct. in daylight 
and tracks have been seen in various locations in 
Crystal Lakes. Pet dogs are at risk of attack from 
mountain lions and coyotes and should not be 
allowed to run free without supervision. Leaving food 
outside your home encourages wild animal attacks.

Think back at what caused the bear issue in the 
area. It was having a convenient source of food. The 
same applies to any animal which will look for the 
easy meal. If you leave food out the predators will 
follow, either to feed on what was left for them or to 

eat the animals at the feed station. When that is not 
enough, pets and potentially people may be at risk. 
Keep wild animals wild and free—don’t feed.

Current Fees For Ads:
Per Line Item: 3 issues $15.00
 6 issues $30.00

Business card 3 issues $120.00
 6 issues $240.00

1/4 Page 3 issues $270.00
 6 issues $540.00

We publish 6 issues per year.
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Back to the Trails
By Helain Steele

It’s that time of year again to enjoy the many 
trails in Crystal Lakes, the Red Feather area and 
Poudre Canyon. We had some spectacular hikes last 
summer and great fellowship. Come out and join us on 
Tuesday mornings. We meet at the postal drop at 8:45 
a.m. except for longer hikes as listed below. These 
hikes are in the Poudre Canyon and we need to get an 
earlier start. We usually bring a lunch except for the 
fi rst hike when we will be back by lunch time. There 
will be posters at basecamp throughout the summer 
announcing upcoming hikes. For further information, 
call Helain at 226-1981.

2009 Hiking Schedule
 Date Trail Miles Meet Time

 Jun 2 River Trail  4 8:45

 Jun 9 Mt Margaret 8 8:45

 Jun 16 Panhandle Creek 4 8:45

 Jun 23 Midgard/Hoth 2 8:45

 Jun 30 Black Mountain 2 8:45

 Jul 7 Lady Moon to Molly Lake 8.8 8:45

 Jul 14 Woods Lilies and Canyon  5.9 8:45

 Jul 21 New hike   8:45

 Jul 28 Lone Pine Trail 11 7:15

  To Middle Bald Mt

 Aug 4 Montgomery Pass 3.6 7:15

 Aug 11 American Lakes  10 7:15

 Aug 18 Blue Lake 10 7:15

 Aug 25 Beaver Meadows 5 8:45

 Sep 1 Asgard/Vahollen   3 8:45

 Sep 8 No  hike(Day after Labor Day)

 Sep 15 Tesuque Trail to Deadman  5.5 8:45

 

What’s Cooking at The Restaurant
By Helen Bowlin and Diana Ward

Don’t forget our Special Mother’s Day Buffet on 
Sunday May 10th from 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.

Mother’s Day marks the return of our all you can 
eat breakfast buffet for $8.95. It is every Sunday 
from 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.

On Father’s Day we will have the breakfast 
buffet from 8:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. and then a 
barbecue from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.

Our hours are:

 Sunday 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
 Monday 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 Friday 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 Saturday 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

The Restaurant at Crystal Lakes
Summer Holiday Weekend Schedule

—clip and save—

Memorial Day Weekend

Friday May 22nd 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Saturday May 23rd 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Sunday May 24th 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
     Breakfast Buffet 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Monday May 25th 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
     Pancake Breakfast 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Sunday June 14th 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
     Closed during Breakfast at the Lake

Fourth of July Weekend

Thursday July 2nd 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Friday July 3rd 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
     Closed during the Picnic Concert

Saturday July 4th 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Sunday July 5th 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Labor Day Weekend

Friday September 4th 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Saturday September 5th 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Sunday September 6th 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
     Breakfast Buffet 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Monday September 7th 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
     Pancake Breakfast 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
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Crystal Lakes Road and Recreation 
Election Results

BALLOT QUESTIONS:
Road Improvement Special Assessment
 For: 368 Against: 405

Major Repair & Replacement SpecialAssessment
 For: 326 Against: 447

Greenbelt Management Special Assessment
 For: 352 Against: 421

CLR&RA BOARD CANDIDATES:

Steve Smalley 540

Jim Sidebottom 538

Martin Hongsermeier 516

Barbara Groves 418

FISHING BOARD CANDIDATES:

Bill Trout 556

Judy Randol 553

Leonard Hochnadel 545

Thank you to all who voted!

Ode to Panhandle Creek
By Coby Dolgin, 10 years old

When the run off comes
I will travel

By giant trout
To Panhandle Creek

Where the trickle
Of streams
Soothes me

At Panhandle Creek

Where the glass like pool
Refl ects dancing stars

In the night
At Panhandle Creek

Where the otters
Put on a show

For my eyes only
At Panhandle Creek

Where the willows
Sing and dance

With their birch partners
At Panhandle Creek

Where the fi sh
Spin and fl ash
Like the stars

At Panhandle Creek

Where the nymphs
Emerge to look
At the new day

At Panhandle Creek

Where the bugs’ wings
Glow translucent

In the light
At Panhandle Creek

Photograph by Larry Dolgin.
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Panhandle Creek near trail. Photo by Ann Watson. Fawn hiding in Beaver Lake willowcarr.  
Photo by Kathy Demint.

Panhandle line shack, 1977. 
Photo by Floyd Johnston.

Mountain Lion tracks. Photo by Jim Jackson.

Joe Sarjeant. Photo by Ann Watson. Janet and Mike Schrodt. Photo by Carol Strazer.



Sightings
By John Sprackling

Red-winged Blackbird

Agelaius phoeniceus

A sure sign of spring at Crystal Lakes is the return of red-winged blackbirds from 
their southern winter retreats. They thrive in locations with water (lakes, streams, 

marshes) which makes Crystal Lakes an ideal habitat. The large and diverse blackbird family has 94 species 
including meadowlarks, orioles, grackles, bobolinks, cowbirds, and blackbirds.  

Male red-wings are robin sized (seven to nine and one-half inches long) with glossy black feathers and 
distinctive bright red and yellow shoulder patches. During mating season the males bow and flex their wings to 

display their wing patches and attract females. Females differ greatly by being slightly smaller, brownish, and 
look like large sparrows. The females color blends in with surroundings during nest building, incubation, and 
brooding. Young males look like females until their second year. Nests are built near water in willows, alders, 
cattails, and bulrushes. Females lay three to four pale blue-green eggs which hatch in 11-12 days. Each pair of 
birds has up to three broods per year. 

In North America red-wings range from coast to coast and from Canada south to Central America. Population 
levels of this prolific species are very high which is beneficial as they eat weed seeds and insects including 

grasshoppers, inchworms, moths, and cutworms. They also eat berries, fruits, and grains and can be a problem 
in orchards. 

So if you are hiking near water or stream fishing and hear a bird singing a pleasant “ok-a-leee” or a “tee-yeee”, 

that is a happy red-winged blackbird.

Remember to Change to Your Winter Address!

For Immediate Address Changes

Please Call 970-881-2250

Effective Date: 

Name:

New Address: 

City:  State:  Zip: 

Work Phone: ( )

Home Phone: ( )

Red-winged Blackbird

Dates to remember:

Sat. 5/23 – Water & Sewer Annual Meeting

Sun. 5/24 – CLVFD Yard Sale

Sat. 6/13 – Road & Recreation Annual Meeting

Sat. 7/4 – Annual Fishing Derby

Sat/ 7/25 – 40th Anniversary Party
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