





Notes from the Water & Sewer Association
By Steve Koeckeritz, President

Welcome to Our Newest Board Member

The election of directors at our annual meeting
on May 29 resulted in the addition of Doug Race to
fill the vacancy created by Lyle Koller’s retirement.
Doug and his wife, Shirla, have been full time
residents in Crystal Lakes since August 2009 and
have been regular attendees at many board meetings
over the past year. Doug has taken on his new
responsibilities with great enthusiasm, and we thank
him for his interest and commitment to serve our
members.

Rainwater Collection

The Association office from time to time receives
inquiries from members regarding the collection
of rainwater for watering outdoor plants and other
purposes not allowed under Crystal Lakes well
permits, which restrict use to “in-house” use only.
In 2009 the Colorado legislature passed Senate Bill
09-080, which addressed rainwater collection in
the state. However, this legislation, which became
effective on July 1, 2009, does not apply to areas
within the state that are governed by augmentation
plans, such as Crystal Lakes.

Following is the position of the Colorado
Division of Water Resources concerning rainwater
collection in Colorado:

Colorado water law declares that the state of
Colorado claims the right to all moisture in the
atmosphere that falls within its borders and that
“said moisture is declared to be the property
of the people of this state, dedicated to their
use pursuant” to the Colorado constitution.
According to the constitution, water must

be appropriated according to priority of
appropriation. As a result, in much of the state,
it is illegal to divert rainwater falling on (a)
property expressly for a certain use unless (the
property owner) has a very old water right

or during occasional periods when there is a
surplus of water in the river system. This is
especially true in the urban, suburban, and
rural areas along the Front Range. This system
of water allocation plays an important role in
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“Your Third Generation of Painter”

5712 Bueno Dr. e Fort Collins, CO 80525
(970) 207-0151 e Fax (970) 267-3408

ROOTER, PLUMBING & SEPTIC SERVICE, INC.
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Moving Mountains is Our Specialty

Services Include:

+ Septic & Grease Trap Pumping
* Servicing ANY Brand Sewage Pump
* Minor Plumbing & Repair Service
* Rooter Service
* Jetter & Steamer Service
+ Camera & Locate
* Full Excavation Services Include:
+ Foundations
* Septic Systems
« Building Site Prep

WINTERIZATION PRE-BOOK SPECIAL - $30 OFF*
Let Apex take care of your winterization so that you and your
family can enjoy every last minute of what you love most about
your vacation home!

Pre-book @ winterization package by August 31,2010 and get $30 off of our everyday low prices.

Packages include*:
* Water System Winterization Package
« Deluxe Septic and Water System Winterization Package

For your convenience, book online at: www.apexrooterandplumbing.com
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protecting the owners of senior water rights
that are entitled to appropriate the full amount
of their decreed water right, particularly when
there is not enough to satisfy them and parties
whose water right is junior to them.

Senate Bill 09-080, which was passed by the
General Assembly and signed by the Governor
during the 2009 legislative session, allows limited
collection and use of precipitation for landowners,
only if:

1. The property on which the collection takes
place is residential property, and

2. The landowner uses a well, or is legally
entitled to a well, for the water supply, and

3. The well is permitted for domestic uses
according to Section 37-92-602, C.R.S.,
(generally, this means the permit number will
be five or six digits with no “-F” suffix at the
end), and

4. There is no water supply available in the area
from a municipality or water district, and

5. The rainwater is collected only from the
roof, and

6. The water is used only for those uses that are
allowed by, and identified on, the well permit.

If you do not meet, at a minimum, ALL of the
above criteria, then the change in the law does not
affect you and the current restrictions on collecting
rainwater still apply.

In order to provide water to our members for
uses not allowed under Crystal Lakes well permits,
the Association maintains a supply of water which
can be purchased for outdoor use. Members
wishing to take advantage of this program can
contact the Association office for additional
information.

The Wapiti Bugle Committee will consider
art work for publication in the newsletter.

To submit art work, contact the
committee members or the office.




Red Feather Lakes Community Library
Calendar of Events

By Karen Horner, Assistant Librarian

New Director: Creed Kidd

The Library welcomed the new Library Director on
June 3. Please feel free to stop by the Library and
introduce yourself to him.

PO Box 123, 71 Firechouse Lane

Red Feather Lakes, CO 80545

Phone: 970-881-2664

Web: http://redfeather.colibraries.org

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday, 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Library Services Available: computers, 24x7
wireless access, printer, photocopier, fax, Community
Room, Interlibrary Loan Service, magazine exchange,
classes & workshops year-round, Children’s Story
Hour and Summer Activity Hour, toy lending,
interlibrary loans, full service lending Library (books,
audio books, videos, children’s materials and more!)

Summer Activity Hour:

Every Tuesday, June 1-August 3, 1:30-2:30 p.m.
EXCEPT for the following Tuesdays:

July 6: 12:30-1:30 p.m. (Reading with dogs & cats)
August 3: 12:30-1:30 p.m. (Reading with dogs & cats)
Reading, crafts, snacks, special programming is on the
agenda.

Infant-Kindergarten (Children’s Room)
1st-6th grade (Stenzel Community Room)

Other Special Events:

» Sat., July 3, 8 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Friends of the Li-
brary Book Sale

» Wed., July 7, 1:30-3 p.m., Intro to Facebook by
Shannon Rogers

» Sat., July 17, 1:00 p.m., Ancient Native
American History of Red Feather Lakes and
the Larimer County Foothills by Jason LaBelle,
CSU (sign-up required-please contact the
Library).

» Wed., July 21, Thyroid Health by Tiffany Som-
baugh

» Thurs., Aug. 5, The Whys & Hows of a Gluten-
Free Lifestyle by Tiffany Sombaugh

» Fri., Aug. 6, Friends of the Library assist with
the Wild West Relay

(continued on next page)
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Charlotte Jorgensen
Certified Residential Appraiser

1288 High Plains Ct.
Windsor, CO. 80550

Office: 970.686.1467
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BEETLEKILL REMOVAL
SLASH HAULING

Dennis Bedwell
Red Feather Lakes, CO

(970) 420-0071 Reasonable Rates

Crystal Lakes Property Owner - Services provided while in the area to save you money!

Mark K. Weeks

We’re there when you need us
with professional, courteous
service at an affordable price!

970.686.2003

Appliances « Electrical « Heating * Plumbing
A/C » Awnings *» Generators « Most non-chassis work
970.686.2003

508 B Main Street, Windsor, CO 80550
service@veteranmobilervrepair.com » www.veteranmobilervrepair.com




» Tues., Aug. 10, 12:00 noon, Summer Reading
Program Finale, Picnic at the Park

» Thurs., Aug. 12, 3:00.p.m., Thomas Jefferson
enactment by Rev. Jack Van Ens

» Sat., Aug. 14, 11a.m.-12 noon, Search and
Rescue Program

» Thur., Aug. 26, Community Golf Day at Fox
Acres

» Sun., Aug., 29, 6:00pm, Potluck for Friends,
Volunteers and Library Board

Summer Reading Program: The SRP is well
underway and persons of all ages are benefiting from
reading more and increasing their literacy skills.
Reading is also a wonderful way to learn about many
things and increases vocabulary usage. Reading logs
are due on August 3.

The Library was privileged to receive a $200
Grant from the Colorado Department of Education
to purchase new books. Friends of the Library
contributed a matching $200 for SRP supplies and
materials.

Volunteers Needed. Please contact Karen
Horner at the RFL Library, at 881-2664, or email
rflassistant@frii.com, if you are interested in learning
more about volunteer opportunities.

The Friends of the Library Board has set several
of the dates for our fundraisers this summer. Please
put these on your calendar. Book sales will be held
on Saturday, July 3, and September 4. Our annual
Friends dinner will be on June 17 at the Western
Ridge. We intend to again participate in the Wild
West Relay the first part of August. Proceeds from
Friends events help fund your library. There are
books in the library for sale throughout the year, as
well as a Giving Tree with donation suggestions.

Ongoing Events:

Story Hour for preschoolers resumes on August 19
and will be held on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays monthly
from 11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

e Khnit & Stitch meets the 1st Friday monthly from
9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. All crafters are welcome to
attend and bring a project to work on!

e RFL Writer’s Groups meet the 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays at 3:00 p.m.

e RFL Watercolor Society meets every Tuesday
from 9:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m.

e RFL Men’s and Women’s Book Groups meet
the 2nd Friday monthly.
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e RFL Community Library Board of Trustees
meets every 4th Wednesday monthly from
9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. Meetings are open to the
community.

e Commissioner’s Citizen’s Meetings are now
on the 2nd Thursday monthly from noon to 1:15
p.m. in the Community Room. Brown bag lunch-
style meeting.

e RFL Quilting Class meets the 2nd & 4th Mon-
day each month from 2:00 p.m to 5:00 p.m. Open
to beginners and experienced quilters.

Ruth’s Art Gallery Displays:
e July: Candace Alexander
e August: Nancy’s Quilt Class
Please check the library website for current
calendar of events, scheduling changes, and many
other items of interest.

Fishing Derby Report — 2010
By Ann Watson

The 113 Fishing Derby participants along with
their supporters, were fortunate to have a beautiful,
mostly sunny day for fishing and fun in Crystal
Lakes. The young generation of anglers dominated
the event with a total of 79 kids participating,
followed by 25 women and 9 seniors working hard
to win the “big prizes.” A total of 49 fish were
landed, but no one caught or saw “SpongeBob
Squaretail,” the giant tagged lunker.

The Fishing Board deserves our compliments
and gratitude for their hard work and dedication in
sponsoring the most popular event of the summer
in Crystal Lakes. Thank you to President, Lou
Phillippe; Vice President, Bryon Fessler; Secretary,
Judy Randol; Treasurer, Tom Finley; plus members
Lenny Hochnadel, Bill Trout, Bob Rogers and
Doug Durica, and volunteers John and Dorothy
Sprackling, Helen Norton, Gail McLain, Kathy
Durica, Joanne Rogers, Christy Hochnadel and Bill
Popejoy.

The success of the Fishing Derbies depends on
all these generous volunteers who donate their time
and experience to make it an enjoyable and quality
experience for fans and participants.



Your Fish Dollars At Work
by Bryon Fessler

The aquatic habitat at Crystal Lakes is a
delicate system that requires management and
attention on the part of the members of the Fishing
Board. Changes to that system from natural and
human sources can dramatically affect the natural
production of fish. The stocking of fish is one of the
many management strategies used by the Fishing
Board to supplement existing populations and to
create new populations where none exist. Last year,
the Fishing Board stocked a record 14,000 pounds
of catchable-sized rainbow trout in the four lakes
(Crystal, Beaver, Lower Lone Pine, and Little Lone
Pine) and four ponds (Snoopy, Catawba, Otter, and
Cutthroat) that comprise Crystal Lakes. At $3.60
per pound, that equates to over $50,000 worth of
fish. Although the price of rainbows for stocking
has risen in recent years, the member contribution
has remained at $12 per lot. The difference is made
up by an increase in fishing by non-members.
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Newly stocked rainbow trout in Otter Pond
school near Panhandle Creek

So where do our fish come from? Many fish
are home grown browns, brooks, and cutthroats;
however, the majority of our fish are rainbows
brought in from one of two local fish hatcheries: E&J
Fish Farm (www.eandjfishfarm.com) out of Berthoud,
Colorado and Liley Fisheries (www.lileyfisheries.
com) out of Boulder, Colorado. Recently, members
of the Fishing Board had the opportunity to meet
Eric and Jennie (E&J) and tour their family owned
and operated trout farm. Their aquaculture facility is
comprised of eight state of the art enclosed concrete
raceways for optimal fish appearance and health.
Each raceway can support up to 5,000 pounds of fish.

They have been specializing in rainbow trout since
1999 and their facility receives regular inspections
from the Department of Agriculture and the Colorado
Division of Wildlife. They are now the largest private
fish hatchery in Colorado.

One of several enclosed concrete raceways at
E&J Fish Farm

Eric and Jennie clearly have a passion for

fish and that passion equates to some of the best
rainbow trout that Crystal Lakes has seen in years.
The process starts with a shipment of 60,000 treated
and fertilized eggs from Washington State. Within
weeks the eggs hatch and the fingerlings start to
grow. Within a year, the trout will grow to 12 inches
or more and weigh over a pound. Feed in the form
of specialized pellets is brought in by the truck load.
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Eric Koolstra of E&J Fish Farms holding
a trophy-size rainbow trout.

How are fish stocking decisions made? The
condition of the lakes and ponds at Crystal Lakes
dictate the numbers and species of trout that can
be stocked. Panhandle Creek provides an excellent



source of year-round, dissolved oxygen content

for the fish in Otter Pond, Beaver Lake, Catawba
Pond, Crystal Lake, and Snoopy Pond. Flows into
Cutthroat Pond, Lower Lone Pine Lake, and Little
Lone Pine Lake are not as consistent; however,
trout still thrive in these areas. Any of several
variables may necessitate the need to stock fewer
trout including a drop in water levels during the hot
summer months and a decrease in fishing by non-
members (which currently accounts for almost two
thirds of the stocking budget each year). Stocking
for the eight years from 1999-2000 until 2006-2007
ranged from 11,100 pounds in 1999-2000 to a low
019,200 pounds in 2001-2002 and 2005-2006. The
Fishing Board increased the stocking to 12,400
pounds in 2007-2008 and again in 2008-2009 due
to increase in fishing pressure. In 2000, fish were
$2.25/pound. Prices have increased incrementally
throughout the ensuing years. Browns were stocked
in Crystal Lake and in the ponds a couple of times
during the past 10 years. They are very expensive
($4.60 per pound). The Fishing Board stopped
stocking browns in Crystal Lake when they learned
that wild browns were thriving. They stocked

550 pounds of small browns in the streams in the
summer of 2008 but it appears that few, if any,
survived the winter and most just “disappeared”
within a week or two.

Does the Fishing Board mix warm and
cold water species of fish? Mixing warm and
cold water species of fish (e.g., bass and trout) is
generally not recommended; however, it is okay to
mix different species of trout or trout of different
sizes. In some situations, competition, limited
food, and cannibalism can destroy the weaker,
smaller trout. That is generally not a problem for
us in Crystal Lakes as we have an ample food
supply of midges, sow bugs, and scuds. In fact, a
surprising result from a recent study of Crystal
Lake showed that brown trout comprised over
60 percent of the total trout population in the
lake (even though more rainbows are caught than
browns). This is due to the significant natural
brown reproduction from fall spawning in the
Panhandle Creek above the lake.

What are the behavior abnormalities of trout
and the danger signs to watch out for? According
to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, “The most
important weapon needed to control pathogens
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or prevent fish disease is knowledge.” Like many
other species of fish, trout are susceptible to several
bacterial, viral, and parasitic pathogens. A parasite
that has gained national attention in recent years

is called myxobolus cerebralis, otherwise known
as whirling disease. The parasite has a two-host
life cycle involving trout and a common bottom-
dwelling tubiflex worm. Whirling disease has

lead to major declines in several Rocky Mountain
fisheries. Symptoms of the disease are skeletal
deformities and discolored “black tails.” Some
infected fish exhibit “whirling” motion when
swimming, caused by pinched nerves and damage
to their cartilage. To prevent the potential spread of
whirling disease, members should remove all mud
from their boat, trailer, waders, and fishing gear
and drain all water from boat, coolers, and other
equipment before leaving the fishing access site.
Additionally, members should not transport fish,
dead or alive, from one body of water to another or
dispose of fish entrails in any body of water.

Should I practice catch and keep or catch
and release? A growing number of Crystal Lakes
anglers voluntarily practice catch and release
so as to help increase the number of larger fish
for anglers to catch again and again. When the
great Lee Wulff coined the phrase, “4 trout is too
valuable to be caught only once”, he could have
been referring to our fishery. Members are free to
catch and keep their fish when they are looking
for a tasty meal as long they adhere to the daily
3 fish limit. However, we discourage catch and
release when bait fishing, as studies show most fish
released from bait fishing die after release.

We sometimes hear complaints about trout with
white fungus, called “Ich” which results from
sloppy handling that removes the slime from fish
that are later released. Here are a few tips when
catching and releasing trout: Land trout as quickly
as possible as tired, stressed fish do not survive
well when released. Handle trout gently and keep
them in the water as much as possible. Unhook
trout without lifting them from the water. Finally,
if a trout is deeply hooked, simply cut the line and
release the fish. The hook will eventually dissolve,
leaving the trout unharmed.

For more information, please contact a member
of the Fishing Board or come to one of their
monthly meetings.
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Crystal Lakes Road & Recreation Association
300 Tami Road

Red Feather Lakes, CO 80545

“ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED”

Remember to Change to Your Winter Address!
For Immediate Address Changes
Please Call 970-881-2250

Effective Date:

Name:

New Address:

City: State: Zip:
Work Phone:  ( )

Home Phone: ( )

Sightings
By John Sprackling

Honeybee
Apis mellifera

Originally natives of Africa, Europe, and the Middle East, Honeybees
have been domesticated and imported to the Americas (North and South),
the Far East, Australia, and New Zealand. They are very important to our
agricultural economy as pollinators of everything from fruit trees to field
crops. Beehives are moved into agricultural areas to ensure pollination
during growing seasons.

Honeybees live in colonies with distinct social orders enabling colony survival. At the top is one fertile
queen bee that lives for three to four years and can lay up to 3,000 eggs per day. She has a sting used only to
fight and destroy rival queens. She is accompanied by thousands of worker bees, infertile females that do all the
work including building combs, gathering pollen, feeding and rearing the young, and fighting off threats to the
colony. Worker bees can sting but die doing so as the barbed stinger is ripped from their bodies. They live only
30-40 days, literally working themselves to death. Lowest in the social order are several hundred drones, males
that do no work and sole function is to mate with the queen when she is five to six days old, making her fertile.
Drones have no sting and after the queen has become fertile most drones are destroyed by worker bees, thus
quickly reducing the colony’s welfare rolls.

Honeybee populations across the U.S. have declined drastically the last five years. Larimer County
beekeepers believe that recent warmer, drier growing seasons (droughts) produced fewer flowers leaving
Honeybees undernourished or starving and more vulnerable to viruses.

Photo: blogs.landfood.ubc.ca/pollinators/the-honeybee/



