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DeMuth & Associates, LLC

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Remodeling/Repairs
Decks/Sheds
Garages/Additions
Sheds/Storage Units

Mike DeMuth
970.881.2526 Hm Office
720.308.3388 Direct

Finance Committee
Budget Discussions
By Finance Committee

The Finance Committee has begun the process 
of developing the budget for Fiscal Year 2011-2012 
and needs to consider options for funding projects 
based on the results of the Reserve Study. The 
Crystal Lakes Road and Recreation Association 
has not had an annual dues increase since the 
2000-2001 Fiscal Year. 

Projects under consideration are base camp 
enhancements and modifications to the office area 
to provide better service to the property owners. 
While previous projects (Basecamp; Major Repair 
and Replacement; Road Improvement and sirens) 
have been funded with special assessments, such 
funds are restricted and can only be used for 
projects specified in a ballot issue. 

The bathrooms project has been discussed 
several times over the past years and has reached 
the point that something must be done about the 
condition of the copper plumbing, new plaster on 
the walls and replacement of the shower stalls. 
The Reserve Study indicates the need to fund this 
project as soon as funds are available.

The office area seems to shrink, as the number 
of property owners frequenting their property or 
living in Crystal Lakes increases. As this number 
increases, the request for services also increases. 
The Association needs to take action that will 
provide better response time to these requests.

Base camp is a major asset of the CLRRA 
which requires maintenance in order to hold its 
value. These maintenance and upgrade projects 
would include, but are not limited to, carpet/
floor replacement, deck floor/railing replacement, 
and installation of additional solar panels. The 
restaurant needs upgrades in the kitchen area and 
the bar and store areas need to be made more 
usable. The size of the laundry room needs to be 
increased, the plumbing needs to be replaced and 
new washers and dryers purchased.

The most recent problem is the Slash Pile. The 
CLRRA needs to budget funds to maintain the 
enlarged slash pile and for safe disposal of the 
slash.
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Welcome New Neighbor,
Louis Costar
By Carol Strazer

When you meet Lou Costar, look up...and up. 
His six-foot-three inches physique is an indication 
of his former football days and his continuing love 
for the NFL and NHL. The day after he moved 
into his new home at 44 Natchez Circle, he had 
satellite TV - with full sports coverage installed 
so he could watch his favorite teams. “But,” he 
explains, in case one might assume loyalty to local 
teams, “my passion is for Philadelphia where I 
grew up. I had six brothers and sisters. I still visit 
my 23 nieces and nephews and eight great nieces 
and nephews.” Lou is especially proud of his 
two nieces: Nicole, a Navy Pilot and Monica, an 
Admiral’s Aide in Kabul, Afghanistan. 

In 2005, Lou’s five-year plan was to sell 
his large Fort Collin’s home, live frugally and 
purchase a home in the mountains. For some 
time he travelled with his 34-foot trailer and 
heavy duty truck. Lou had retired after 26 years 
working various positions for Federal Express. His 
work took him to numerous locations including: 
Bremerton, Washington; Philadelphia; Washington 
D.C.; northern Virginia and then 22 years in Fort 
Collins.

Lou looks forward to fishing and exploring 
Crystal Lake’s natural beauty. He plans to 
participate and support various community 
activities. Since he just moved to Crystal Lakes in 
mid-November, he is still discovering CL’s many 
resources. Please welcome Louis Costar to our 
community.

Mountain Security
Steve and Connie Robinson • Insured
Owners and Operators • 881-2024
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BEETLEKILL REMOVAL
SLASH HAULING • CHIPPING

—  LOT FOR SALE  —
Crystal Lakes Water & Sewer Association offers:
Elk Ridge, Tract 13: Price Reduced to $85,000
Contact the Association Office for further information. 

(970) 881-2250

The IPS Beetle
By Patricia Watkins

You’ve probably heard of the Mountain Pine 
Beetle…he’s been getting the rap for all the damage 
being done in our forest.   IPS Beetle can be as 
destructive as the Mountain Pine Beetle in the 
forest. There are 11 different species of IPS beetles 
which can reproduce 2-4 times a year and have 
unpredictable life cycles.

•	 Life Cycle: Males overwinter in the bark of 
the tree. In spring he begins to construct a 
nuptial chamber and invites females to join 
him by using his “come hither pheromones” 

•	 Favorite conditions:  Blow down, leaner 
trees, trees with broken tops, stressed trees 
from drought and fresh cut stumps…IPS’s 
favorite; freshly cut trees and slash.

•	 Favorite trees to attack:  Lodge Pole 
Pine, Limber Pine, Spruce, Pinon Pine, and 
Ponderosa Pine.

•	 Managing IPS: Remove infested trees 
in late fall (ideal) or early spring (April). 
Remove slash from infested tree within 
two weeks of cutting.  If possible, chip all 
slash. If chipping is not available, removing 
bark from infested portion of the tree, solar 
treatment, or insecticides have proven 
to work.  However, if the tree is already 
infested, chemical treatment is not effective.  
(Experts do not recommend chemical 
treatment in our subdivision due to possible 
contamination of our aquifers)

This spring watch for information on “ Beetle 
Buster”  volunteers who will help identify the 
beetles in your trees,  and help you with a mitigation 
plan.

For more information on the IPS Beetle log onto:  
www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/insect/05558 
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Red Feather Lakes Community Library
Calendar of Events

By Karen Horner, Assistant Librarian

PO Box 123, 71 Firehouse Ln
Red Feather Lakes, CO 80545
Phone: 970-881-2664
Library Website: http://redfeather.colibraries.org
Hours: Tuesday – Saturday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Library Services Available: computers, 24x7 
wireless access, printer, photocopier, fax, 
Community Room, Interlibrary Loan Service, 
magazine exchange, classes & workshops year-
round, Children’s Story Hour and Summer Activity 
Hour, toy lending, interlibrary loans, full service 
lending Library (books, audio books, videos, 
children’s materials and more)!

Special Events: (watch the website and bulletin 
boards for additional programming/changes)

	Fri., Jan. 7, 1-2:30 p.m. MAC User Support 
Group, facilitated by Pat Clemens and 
Vivien Gilbert	

	Sat., Jan. 13, 2-3:00 p.m. Managing Your 
Brain, hosted by Emily Connor, Ft. Collins 
Alzheimer Association	

	Jan. 22, 1- 4:00 p.m. Bead Happy presented 
by Virginia Jefferson. Learn the basics 
of jewelry making. A few basic supplies 
provided. Bring what you have.

	Feb. 19, 1-4:00 p.m. Bead Happy Part II, 
presented by Virginia Jefferson	

Ongoing Events: Please check the website for 
scheduling changes, etc.

•	 Knit & Stitch meets the 1st Friday monthly 
from 9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. All crafters are 
welcome to attend and bring a project to 
work on!

•	 RFL Writer’s Groups meet the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays at 3:00 p.m.

•	 RFL Watercolor Society meets every 
Tuesday from 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.

•	 RFL Men’s and Women’s (9-11 a.m.) Book 
Groups meet the 2nd Friday monthly.

•	 RFL Community Library Board of Trustees 
meets every 4th Wednesday monthly at 9:00 
a.m. Meetings are open to the community.

•	 Commissioner’s Citizen’s Meetings are the 
2nd Thursday monthly at 12 noon in the 
Community Room. Brown bag lunch-style 
meeting.

•	 Bear Paw Quilters meet every Monday from 
10 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

•	 Preschool Story Hour, every Thursdays, 
11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. 

Ruth’s Art Gallery Displays:

•	 January: Brad Trabant, Black & White 
Photography

•	 February: Lori Duke, Oil Painting

RFL Community Library has been awarded 
with a $27,986 grant through Broadband 
Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP). 
Thank you Friends of the Library for providing 
the $1,000 cash match. Creed Kidd, Library 
Director, aims for a new network, computers, and 
equipment to be in place by June 1, 2011. Come 
and experience your new and improved library 
services.

Current Fees For Ads:
Per Line Item:	 3 issues $15.00; 6 issues $30.00

Business card	 3 issues $120.00;	6 issues $240.00

1/4 Page	3 issues $270.00;	6 issues $540.00

We publish 6 issues per year.
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Moose Attack
By Sherry Alexander

New to the mountain, Joe and Carla were given 
a special hello this October by one of our own. 
They were just finishing a 1 ½ hour hike near 
the Beaver Meadows campground in the early 
afternoon when they came upon a bull moose near 
a creek. Carla said the first thing she heard was the 
sound of hooves – coming. Looking up she saw 
eyes aimed at her as he lowered his head. Turning 
to try to get away she then felt the flat of his head/
nose and then his antler.

The impact damaged and bruised her back 
for which she is still receiving treatment. The 
moose continued on and left the area. “It was very 
frightening and I had no idea that could happen” 
Carla said. Why did it happen? It was fall when 
moose are in rut. Perhaps they surprised the moose 
and startled it or it might have just gotten up on 
the wrong side of the bush – we will never know. 
We do know that it CAN HAPPEN. We all need 
to remember we are around WILDLIFE which are 
wild and can be dangerous. 

Joe and Carla did nothing wrong that day. It 
might have helped if they made more noise during 
their hike (a whistle, talking louder, bells), and not 
taking their two dogs along may have helped since 
moose have a dislike of dogs. We do need to be 
observant of our surroundings at all times because 
we may have to react – quickly. A warm welcome 
to Joe and Carla – stay safe!

Fishing Badge Update
By Marian Kelly

As laid out in the Crystal Lakes Road & 
Recreation Association Fishing Regulations, 
2 primary/adult fishing badges are issued per 
property, with badges also issued to those adults’ 
dependent children under the age of 21. The 
regulations state that primary badges are issued to 
persons with their names on the property’s title only.

Over the years, the Association has permitted 
property owners to use unrecorded quit claim deeds 
to change the primary fishing badge holders on 
record for their property. After much consideration, 
the Road & Recreation Board has concluded that 
this practice is not in keeping with the established 
fishing regulations. Accordingly, as of June 1, 2011, 
fishing privileges on all Crystal Lakes properties 
will revert to the people with their names on the 
property’s title, as recorded by Larimer County. 
All property owners who will be affected by this 
change in procedure will receive a letter regarding 
this issue by the end of March.

In future, changes to the primary fishing badge-
holders may be done by presenting a recorded 
quit claim or warranty deed in the Crystal Lakes 
office. All property owners should be aware that 
the Crystal Lakes office is not automatically 
notified of changes of property ownership. It is the 
responsibility of property owners to send copies of 
recorded deeds to the office in order to change the 
Associations’ records of property ownership.

In addition, the fishing badge design will be 
changing this year to make badges more visible 
and easier to read. Property owners should plan 
on picking up new fishing badges in the office 
beginning May 1st, or when they pick up their new 
year stickers in June. The old badges will no longer 
be valid after July 1st.





Remember to Change to Your Winter Address!
For Immediate Address Changes

Please Call 970-881-2250

Effective Date: 	

Name: 	

New Address: 	

City: 	  State: 	  Zip: 	

Work Phone:	 (	 ) 	

Home Phone:	 (	 ) 	

Crystal Lakes Road & Recreation Association
300 Tami Road
Red Feather Lakes, CO 80545
“ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED”

Sightings
By John Sprackling

Gill Lice
Copepoda 

Have you ever had a face to face encounter with a Copepod? 
Neither have I, and only if you are a fish may you ever have that 
experience. Copepods are small crustaceans that live in salt water 
and fresh water. Worldwide there are 10,000 species of them. Most 
Copepods are an important source of food for fish and other marine 

animals while others are parasites on fishes gills. These parasites, called gill lice, vary from two to eight one 
hundredths of an inch long. 

The gills enable fish to extract oxygen from water while carbon dioxide, a waste gas from cells, is released 
through the gills. The presence of gill lice retards these processes which means the host fish grows at a slower 
rate but these parasites seldom kill a fish. 

At Crystal Lakes I have never seen these parasites on brown or brook 
trout but the rainbows and cutbows in the big lake have a lot of them, 
not only on gills but occasionally on their fins, tails, and around the eyes. 
The consistently high occurrence of gill lice on these two fish species 
indicates that they are coming in on the stocked fish we buy from fish 
hatcheries. Since there is no feasible way to get rid of them, they are here 
to stay. The bad news is they reduce growth rates and look ugly. The good 
news is they don’t kill the fish and the meat has no gill lice in it and is 
safe to eat.                                                 Photos by Dorothy Sprackling

REMINDER
Crystal Lakes Road & Rec. 
Board has board openings.  
These are three-year terms.  
If you wish to be on the 
ballot, your resume must be
received by Feb. 28, 2011.


