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Exciting News!! CL FIRES
Will Sponsor 1st Annual Fish Fry

By Jeanette Williams

Many long time property owners in Crystal 
Lakes remember the Annual Fish Dinner on Sunday 
of Labor Day Weekend. CL FIRES is proud to 
announce its 1st Annual Fish Dinner will be held 
Sunday September 4, 2011 at 5 p.m. CL FIRES will 
sponsor this event with the help of the Crystal Lakes 
Restaurant, many volunteer groups and committees. 

The Crystal Lakes Community Fund Association, 
the Greenbelt Management Committee, the Fishing 
Board, and the Crystal Lakes Volunteer Fire 
Department have volunteered to help. CL FIRES 
will be able to fi nancially support Crystal Lakes 
groups from this fund raising event. 

Tickets sales will begin in late July to help 
determine the number of dinners needed. Tickets 
will be available to purchase online at clfi res.org 
or during specifi ed times on the weekends at the 
Wapiti Center. The tickets will cost $13 for presales 
and $15 at the door. A child’s dinner with a hot dog 
will be offered for $5 a ticket. Be sure to buy your 
tickets early.

The proposed menu will include fi sh (salmon 
or halibut), hot dogs, coleslaw, corn on the cob, 
fruit, dessert and coffee or soda. Wine and beer will 
available for purchase in the Restaurant. 

This will be a major volunteer effort and CL 
FIRES would appreciate anyone interested in 
helping with this event to please contact the CL 
FIRES Board members for questions. Jeanette 
Williams, President 881-3612, Sherry Alexander, 
Treasurer 881-3836, George Deaton, Secretary 881-
2172.

Be sure to check our new Webpage clfi res.org 
to learn all about us, to check out our calendar of 
events and to let us know if you would like to help 
us in any way. 

Please Volunteer!
Volunteers are needed for the

Crystal Lakes Volunteer Fire Department. 
Please call Marian at 881-2049. 

Your community needs you.
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Bark Beetle Control 
“Don’t Lose Your Trees!” 

Terry Brown Ph.D. 
PVES, Inc 

“Property Owner in Crystal Lakes since 2005” 
 

We offer bark beetle control services to prevent further infestation 
including: 

• Sensible solutions using affordable mitigation plans 

• Tree preservation using state of the art spraying 
equipment 

• Equipped to treat a large number of trees in a single 
setting 

• Tree and Slash Removal – small projects and/or 
referrals 

Bark beetle control has a small window for effective treatment.  
Book now and be ensured that you are scheduled at the most 
effective time for treatment.   

Call today at 970-663-9389 (office) or 970-217-1024 (cell). 

Protect Pets, People and Wildlife
By Ann Watson

    
Recent reports of attacks on Crystal Lakes pets 

by wild animals are reminders that “living in the 
mountains carries certain responsibilities,” according 
to Jim Jackson, Wildlife Officer. He explains, “Pets 
can encounter potentially life threatening problems 
from many sources. Animals that we would not 
normally consider dangerous may be so with pets. 
Deer, elk, and moose can literally stomp a dog or 
cat if it comes too close to wildlife young. When 
considering small cats and dogs, danger also lurks 
from the sky in the form of numerous raptors. Full 
grown eagles have been documented carrying off 
pronghorn and deer fawns. Predators that either 
inhabit Crystal Lakes or routinely pass through the 
area including bears, lions, bobcats and coyotes, 
are a real danger to any pet left alone outside. There 
are also badgers, martins, skunks, raccoons and 
other mammals that can pose a threat.” Even small 
mammals such as deer mice and ground squirrels 
can transmit rabies, plague, distemper and other 
serious diseases to humans and pets.

To reduce risks to you, your children and 
pets, observe these Colorado Division of Wildlife 
guidelines:
•	 Don’t feed any wildlife! Planting non-native 

shrubs and plants that deer often prefer to eat 
encourages wildlife to come onto your property. 
Predators follow prey.

•	 Keep your pet under control. Roaming pets are 
easy prey and can attract lions, coyotes etc. 

•	 Bring pets in at night. If you leave your pet 
outside, keep it in a kennel with a secure top.

•	 Do not allow dogs to run with coyotes. 
Although it appears they are “playing” coyotes 
can turn on dogs to defend their territory. 

•	 Never feed pets outside or leave pet food 
outside. This invites wildlife into your yard and 
problems may result. 

•	 Store all garbage securely. 
•	 Install outside lighting. Light areas where you 

walk so you can see if a predator is present. 
•	 Closely supervise children whenever they play 

outdoors. Make sure children are inside before 
dusk and not outside before dawn.
Remember that practicing these important 

guidelines will help keep Crystal Lakes safe for all.
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CLVFD Rummage Sale – Great Success!  
By Kate Kelly and Jeanette Williams 

The CLVFD Annual Rummage Sale sponsored 
by CL FIRES earned about $2,500 dollars for the 
Crystal Lakes Fire Department. Tamla and Doug 
Blunt donated the food (burritos, hot dogs, and 
desserts) for hungry shoppers and workers.

CL FIRES sincerely thanks all of the generous 
people who donated valuable items for a successful 
rummage sale and the following people who 
volunteered their time to set up and work at the 
sale: Leni Buehler, Kathy Dillon-Durica, Steve 
and Nicole Ault, Penni and Keith Harrell, Marian 
Kelly, Kate Kelly, Herb and Sharon Cooper, Jim 
and Jane Tiffi n, Tamla and Doug Blunt, Shirla and 
Doug Race, Tom and Rene Patterson, Lou Costa, 
Sherry and Harold Alexander and Ray and Jeanette 
Williams and anyone else we may have missed.  

Fishing Derby Report – 2011
By Lou Phillippe

The 2011 Crystal Lakes Fishing Derby drew the 
most participants in anyone’s memory. A total of 
155 anglers (120 kids, 28 women, and 7 seniors) 
vied for prizes that included a $50 tagged fi sh, 
medals, ribbons, and gift certifi cates to the Crystal 
Lakes restaurant. Despite the mosquitoes, a fun time 
was had by all. 117 fi sh were landed, the largest 
measuring 19 ¾″, caught by Brandon Willkomn in 
the 9-12 age group. Once again, the $50 fi sh eluded 
all anglers. 

Special thanks to the parents, supporters and 
volunteers who all cooperated to make this event 
a success. Trying to manage 120 kids with tangled 
lines and snagged lures would be chaos without that 
support and effort. The generous contributions to 
the derby food fund were also greatly appreciated. 

The fi shing board and volunteers, John and 
Dorothy Sprackling, Helen Norton, Gail McLain, 
Kathy Durica, Joanne Rogers deserve our gratitude 
for their hard work and dedication to make the 
fi shing derbies the most popular summer event in 
Crystal Lakes. 

Fishing Board: President, Lou Phillippe, Vice 
President; Bryon Fessler, Secretary; Judy Randol; 
Treasurer, Tom Finley; members Josh Cook, Bob 
Rogers and Doug Durica.  





Remember to Change to Your Winter Address!
For Immediate Address Changes

Please Call 970-881-2250

Effective Date:  

Name:  

New Address:  

City:    State:    Zip:  

Work Phone:  (  )  

Home Phone:  (  )  

Crystal Lakes Road & Recreation Association
300 Tami Road
Red Feather Lakes, CO 80545
“ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED”

Sightings
by John Sprackling

American Robin, Turdus migratorius

Most everyone recognizes these gray backed, brick-red breasted 
birds found in urban areas, farms, forests, and prairies throughout North 
America. Here are some “robin facts” you may not know. 

Early European immigrants named them robins because they 
resembled smaller, red-breasted European birds called robins. American 
robins are members of the Thrush family along with bluebirds and 
Townsend’s solitaires. 

They have adjusted to human encroachment so well that the robin 
population in North America today is much greater than during Colonial times. Both sexes have alarm calls but only the 
male sings a “cheer-up, cheer, cheer, cheer-up”. He sings before sunrise in the morning and is one of the last to sing before 
dark. Most females and some males return annually to the exact same area where they hatched. Only females sit on the nest, 
leaving for fi ve to ten minutes during the day to feed. Males are never far from the nest. If an intruder threatens a nest, all 
robins in the neighborhood come to help drive it off. Predatory birds and pine 
squirrels are the most likely threats to Crystal Lakes’ robins along with high 
winds and wet, cold weather during nesting. A robin feeding on the ground 
that cocks its head is not listening for bugs and worms as is commonly 
thought. Eyes are located on the sides of the head and they can see better by 
cocking the head.

Crystal Lakes’ robins migrate to lower elevations or south in October 
where food is available during winter. If snowpacks are low and food 
available the occasional winter robin you see here has migrated down from 
Wyoming easily identifi ed by their “red necks and bulging cheeks”. (They 
“chew”!!).                                                                 Photos: Ann Watson

Remember!
September 3
Labor Day Celebration
• Arts & Crafts, Bake Sale
• Fish Fry
• Photo Contest Awards


